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Dr.K Rukmani

Associate professor in Music,

Sri Sathguru Sangeetha Vidyalavam
Madurai, Tamil Nadu, India

rukmanikrishnanmdu(@ gmail.com

An Observation of Sahitya (Texts and Contexts) In The Musical Compositions Of Karnataka

Music

Abstract: In music, however, the words and meaniog are there to start with but get absorbed in
music and do not appear on the surface. They are swallowed, 5o to say, by the melody. Before
we discuss on the sahithva content of Musical compositions. let us get an introduction about
the Musical compositions in Karnatak music system. Different kinds of musical forms are used
in Kamataka music from Abhayasa gana to Sabha gana. In Abhyasa Gana compositions, Sarali,
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Smt. Ambhujam Krishna

——

*pr. K. Rubkmani, dysocicle professor in Music.

——
Sei ‘:u!h;yu ] ‘:zm;‘zv'rhu Vidyaleyerm.

Smt. Ambhujam Krishna was born on 21* May 1917 as the daughter of K. v Ranga
Iyvengia, a leading advocute and Chellamrial ol Madurai. She had two brothers and ol

SIRICrS.

As her parents were great lovers of music thcy taught the music to her. She  Jcarned
music under the tutelage of Karaikkudi Ganesan (Disciplc of Ariyakkuds Raradnuja Tysngac)
and Puarur. M. Ganesa Bhuguvarar (Disciple of G.N.Balasubrarmuaniurn).

Shce was married al a young age to ber cousin T .S Krishna, piongering imlusisiali-c
and son ol T.V.Sundaram Iyengar, the founder of the fumed TVS Group of Companics
mumage Ambujam Krishna went to Delhi for furthoring her cducstion nnd siadaated fre
the Lady Irwin College with a degree in 1lome Scicnoe.

She inspired 10 compose songs during her visit (o the Samudbi of Tyasarsia a
Tiruvayyuru. She composcd ber first song “Panam scyyws varic’ in the raga simbendra
mahdymmna on Saint Tyagaraja in the ycur 1950 September. In 1951, she composcd Unnai
4llAlT on Goddess Moeenakshi, pauon Goddess of hor own home twown. later she began
composing songs in several languages such as Telugu, Kannadu. Sanskrit. Himdi and Tamirh
Her compasitions can be analyzed under threc hoads

i) Musical forms

Y 1 anguages used by the composer

iy Themes and deities found in the songs
i) Musiceal farms

The compiled collecrion of SmiAmbhujam krishna’s compasitions are pablished
five volumes under the litle "Guetamala.” Tt contains 31 songs in a volume. Though she bad
sufig the songs o herselfl in tunes that ocowrred to her, she was most happy thut these wore ©
e sct Lo tune by a renowned musicians., A= she was not & musician, she av ailed service Ui&]
host of musicians o ser six bundred songs o wne. The compaoser had thoughtiully udiliz
dilferent musicizns of repule to cnsure that the sahithya bhava caries sangita bhava.

V. Sadagopar-
yar. The
51 by

The compositions in Geetha mala-1 ie. first volume arc wned by V.
Ciecthamala 2 is tuncd by Musiri Subramanya Iver and Semmangudi Srinivass ;‘\}
music of first 25 campositions in Geethamala -3 is set by Dr. Ramanuthun and 26 ©

e
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S. Archana

Associate Professor
Sri Sathguru Sangeetha Vidyalayam
Madurai, Tamil Nadu, India.

swarakshara@ gmail com

A Special Emphasis On Sanskrit Compositions Of Oothukkadu Veakata Kavi

Abstract: This paper attempts to capture the essence of the text ‘KAMAKSHI

NAVAVARNAS®, composed in Sanskrit by the all time great composer Venkata Subbha Iyer

popularly known as *Sree Oothukkadu Venkatakavi’ and the context in which these songs are

composed with a brief introduction on the author and his works

Introduction:
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By Andavan Pichhai in her ‘Devi Stuti:

Srimati Andavan Pichai alias Maragathavalli i¢ 2 blessed coniemporary Woman

er who composed in Telugu, Tamil and Sanskrit. It is said thai her vision
as the impetus behind her compositions. One of the very well known s
‘Mlam Urugudhayyaa™ was composed by her and made popular by TMS. She i<
=nt Ambal Upasaki. She has composed a Tamil version of Soundarya Lahani. It is b
she composed a poem on Ambil even while she was delivering her child!
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It seems that this great soul has been born with a special devotion and a blessing from
nity from childhood. Once when Mahaperiyava was visiting her place. evervone in
strect were standing outside with Pirna Kumbam etc. Her parents were also one among
them. When Periyava approached their housc, told her father. “Go and call the giri who 1s
washing the dishes inside™...”She is not an ordinary girl...She is Andavan Pichai”. After she
came out Periyava accepted the Piirna kumbam and blessed her. Maragathavalli thus became
known as *Andavan Pichhai’.

Maodern day saint composer, Srimati Andavan Pichai has secured a place for herself
in the annals of history, She was gentle, simple, serene soul, who lived life with detachment
In her last days. she went to Rishik&sh and attained siddhi. Her devotion to god expressed in
her songs will continue to touch many forever in ime.

Birth:

: Born in September 6.1899 in Mylapore. Chennai. to Smt.Sitilakshmi and
-‘:unl:aranarayuna Sastri (The author of “The age of Sankara™), hcr birth was considered
auspicious by her uncle Sri Venkatasubbaiyar. At the time of her birth her uncle received an
emerald idol of Devi Maragathavalli from the Vénkatagiri Raja. Having a premonition. he
named the little gicl Maragathavalli.
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